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THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS.
[Continued from page 340.J

While the most of the martyrs, whose names are recorded in the

annals of this period of persecution, were members of that very order
which had done so much to enslave the minds of the people and ruin

their souls, others were of the common people, who manifested the

like precious faith. An affecting instance of the cruelty of the Ro-
manists, and the power of divine grace, is afforded in the history of

Robert Lamb and his wife. The former was accused of having in-

terrupted a friar, who was preaching that a man could not be saved
without praying to saints, and his wife was said to have refused to

pray to the Virgin, and declared that she would pray to God alone,

and in the name of Christ. Lamb was condemned to be hung, and his

wife to be tied in a sack and drowned, (M‘Crie’s Sketches, p. 27.) As
a last favour, his wife implored that she might be allowed to die in

company with her husband, to whom she was warmly attached
;
but

when this was refused, she exhorted him to firmness and constancy.
“ Husband,” she exclaimed, “ be glad! We have lived together many
joyful days; and this day, on which we die, we ought to esteem the

most joyful of all, because soon we shall have joy forever. Therefore
I will not bid you good night, for we shall meet in the kingdom of

heaven.’ 7 Being taken to the pool of water, where she was to die,

she implored her friends and neighbours to be kind to her fatherless

and motherless children; and taking from her breast her little infant,

she gave it to the nurse she had obtained for it, and with a calm, he-

roic, Christian fortitude resigned herself to death.

Not long after, (1544,) another illustrious victim fell a sacrifice to

the sacred cause. We refer to the celebrated George Wishart, a man
of noble rank and eminent learning, as well as great eloquence and
fervent evangelical piety, (Heth. Hist., p. 30.) He had been banished
from Scotland some time previous, and had found a refuge in Eng-
land. In 1544, he returned to his native land; and immediately on
his arrival, he began to preach the doctrines of the gospel with so
much earnestness, that multitudes were converted to the truth. His
enemies having tried various means to silence him, at last decoyed
him to St. Andrew’s, where he was put to death, March 2, 1546. The
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haughty cardinal and his clergy placed themselves at a window in the
castle, in order to enjoy the sight of his execution; and happening to

attract the attention of the martyr, he exclaimed, “He who now in

such state feedeth his eyes with my torments, shall be hanged out at

the same window, in a few days, with as much ignominy as he now
showeth pride;’

7 a prediction which seemed then very improbable,
but which found its accomplishment in the assassination of the arch-

bishop on the 29th of May following, when his body was exhibited to

the populace in the very place where he had been seated when Wis-
hart was burned. It is scarcely necessary to say that, in this affair,

—the result of private resentment and political intrigues—the mar-
tyr himself and his immediate friends had no concern. It is true

that the cruelty and tyranny, which were manifested in the martyr-
dom of AVishart, may have exasperated and emboldened the conspi-

rators; but the insinuation that so eminent a man had any concern in

such an act, is a calumny scarcely less odious than the crime of his

murderers. But we cannot linger on the history of the eminent men
who sealed their testimony with their lives. They showed how pow-
erfully the truth had operated on their own souls, and demonstrated
its value and efficacy. The spectacle they presented in their dying
moments, so far from arresting the progress of the Reformation,

tended rather greatly to advance it.

Other circumstances concurred in this effect. The avarice, extor-

tion, and riotous indulgence of the clergy of all orders, have already

been referred to; and now that the attention of the people had been
directed to the subject, and the feeling of superstitious veneration

with which they had regarded the church was moderated, these enor-

mities excited general indignation, (M‘Crie’s Sketches, p. 72.) In-

deed, a number of years before the Reformation, James V., at a con-

ference with the clergy, had denounced their conduct in the most
violent manner. “ Wherefore,” he exclaimed, “gave my ancestors so

many lands and rents to the kirk? Was it to maintain hawks, and
dogs, and harlots to a number of idle priests? Pack you off to your

charges and reform your own lives, and be not the instruments of dis-

cord between my subjects and me. The king of England burns you,

the king of Denmark beheads you, but I,” he continued, with an oath,

“will stick you with this same whinger;” and, drawing his dagger, he

rushed towards them, so that they all fled from his presence.

The poor, also, were so shamefully neglected that great odium was
excited against the clergy on this account, (M‘Crie’s Sketches, p. 70.)

On one occasion, a kind of proclamation was fastened to the gates of

monasteries and other religious houses, in the name of the blind, the

lame, the bed-ridden, the widows, the orphans, and the other poor,

complaining that the alms of the Christian people had been unjustly

stolen from them by monks and friars, who were “ healthy in body,

strong, sturdy, and able to work,” and charging them to “ remove
from the hospitals which they now occupy, that we, the lawful pro-

prietors thereof, may enter and enjoy the commodities of the kirk,

which have been wrongfully withheld from 'us.”

The impositions which were practised on their credulity, were also

brought to light. At Musselburgh, near Edinburgh, was a shrine,

consecrated to the Virgin, called The Chapel of the Virgin of Loretto,



THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS. 5

(Row's Hist., p. 11.) A hermit had lived here, and for many years

had dispensed indulgences; and, in the language of an old poem on

the subject

—

“ that hermit of Lamat,

He put the common people in belief

That blind got sight, and crooked got feet.”

This place was much resorted to, and had a reputation of great

sanctity. When the Romanist clergy saw that their cause was de-

clining, they concluded to have a miracle wrought to revive it. They
announced that on a certain day, a young man, who had been born
blind, would be restored to sight, (M‘Crie's Sketches, p. 46 ;) and in

the presence of a vast multitude, who assembled on the occasion, a
young man was brought forward, who appeared to be entirely blind.

The monks who accompanied him, after solemnly invoking the Vir-

gin, called on him to recover his sight; and immediately his eyes re-

sumed the natural appearance, and he saw as well as any one. Un-
happily for the monks, there was a person present who felt determined
to examine into the subject; and having obtained a meeting with the

young man, he prevailed upon him to reveal the deception. He stated

that he had acquired the power of throwing up his eye-balls in such
a manner as that only the white of the eye could be seen; and by
keeping them in that position, he appeared totally blind. The monks,
desiring to have the advantage of a person who could promote their

purposes, induced him to live with them; and after having kept him
in seclusion till he was forgotten by his old acquaintances, they sent

him out 4o beg, and afterwards made use of him for this wonderful
miracle. The young man was required to acknowledge all this at tshe

market-cross of Edinburgh, and to repeat the performance before the
multitude assembled there. This, as may be supposed, threw discre-

dit on all connected with the Romish church.

Political events also tended to advance the cause. On the death
of James V., December 16, 1542, the earl of Arran was appointed
Regent. This nobleman was favourable to the Reformation, and from
various causes opposed the ambitious projects of cardinal Beaton, the

great supporter of Romanism. A list was discovered of several hun-

dred eminent persons, whom the cardinal had endeavoured to persuade
the late king to put to death, (Heth. Hist., p. 29;) and a knowledge
of this tended, of course, to rally all who feared the hostility of the

cardinal. It was not long, however, before the fickle regent was
seduced by the crafty prelate; and, uniting himself with the Romish
party, he promoted the marriage of the infant queen with the dau-

phin, and opposed but feeble resistance to the persecuting schemes of

Beaton. The war with England, during which the Scotch were de-

feated at the battle of Pinkie, (Heth. Hist., p. 35,) tended to confirm
the French alliance, and thus the Popish influence. When, however,
the queen-dowager became regent, April 10, 1554, the various parties

into which the nation was divided, required the subtle princess to

adopt a temporizing policy; and the opponents of the church were at

first treated with considerable respect and kindness, and the attempt
was made in this manner to win them back to Rome. It was during
this condition of things, (M‘Crie's Sketches, p. 48,) that the leading
nobility and gentry entered into a bond or formal engagement with
each other on behalf of the principles of the Reformation. They
requested that public prayers and the administration of the sacra-
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ments should.be celebrated by ministers in their mother tongue, that

all the people might understand them
;
that the election of ministers,

according to the custom of the primitive Church, should be by the

people; and that they who presided on the election, should inquire

diligently into the lives and doctrines of all who were to be admitted.

An act of council was also obtained in 1542, giving to all free per-

mission to read the word of God in their own lauguage, (Heth. Hist.,

p. 29.) This led to the free circulation of the scriptures. Copies,

which had before been concealed with great care, were now brought
out to view, and the Bible or the New Testament was to be seen on
almost every table, and in almost every one’s hands.

When, however, it was found that they were not to be cajoled to

abandon their principles, (M‘Crie’s Sketches, p. 53,) the queen-re-

gent expressed her determination to suppress the Reformation by
force, and for this purpose aid was called for from France. The in-

troduction of these foreign troops caused great dissatisfaction, and led

the advocates of the Reformation to remonstrate with the regent, and
remind her of her former promises. She said, “It became not sub-

jects to burden their princes with promises, further than they were
pleased to keep them;” and she declared that all the Reformed preach-

ers should be banished from Scotland, though they preached as well

as St. Paul. Accordingly, four of the ministers were summoned to

appear for trial, on the charge of usurping the ministerial office, and
exciting sedition among the people. The Protestants were led to

feel the necessity of self-defence, and made preparation to maintain

their civil and religious liberties. Such was the condition of things

about the middle of the year 1559, when the first division of our sub-

ject closes. We have seen the light brightening, and now we may
regard the day as about to commence.

(To be continued.)

Practical SSssags.

THE CHURCH ENCOURAGED TO GO FORWARD IN THE EVANGELIZATION OF

THE WORLD.
From an Address on the Preparatory Work of Christian Missions, by the Rev. David

Irving. Foreign Missionary, pp. 201, 202.

The success achieved, bids us go forward. Whilst much has to be

done, much has been accomplished. “ It moves,” said the condemned
Galileo, of our earth, as he was borne back to his dungeon. So we
say : it moves. The little stone, cut out of the mountain without

hands, is in motion, and is increasing in size and power. It has de-

stroyed many an idol, converted many a heathen temple into a church,

wrought wonders in the social, civil, and moral life of many a com-

munity; and its course is onward, destroying that which is earthly,

implanting that which is heavenly, and destined in time to fill the

earth.

Christianity moves. No system, however gigantic, grovelling, or

puerile, can stand before it. Adapted to the universal wants of hu-

man nature, no obstacle can resist its power. The degraded Hotten-

tot has been reclaimed; the fierce and savage cannibal has been trans-

formed; the vindictive New Zealander has been subdued; the heart

of the Greenlander has been warmed; the bigotry of the Mussulman
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has melted away before the Prophet of Nazareth; the enslaved Af-

rican has been made free by the Holy Ghost; the “ twice-born ” Brah-

man has been humbled, and brought to the cross
;
the lofty and self-

complacent Chinese has been renovated by the blood of Christ; yea,

every system of superstition and error can show its wounds, and point

to the inroads made upon it by the truth as it is in Jesus.

The cause of missions moves. This not only at home, as we have

seen, but also abroad. Look every where—in Greenland and Lap-

land
;
the numerous Indian tribes of this continent; in Africa, West

and South; the island groups of the Pacific; in Australia, Central

Asia, China, and Western Asia; among the mountains of Caucasus; at

the foot of Lebanon; on the plains of Shinar; in the holy city
;
among

the Jews
;
and in the very capital of the Turkish empire. In these

and other portions of the mission-field are found nearly 1400 minis-

ters, and 200,000 communicants; and almost all these, besides those

who have died in the faith, gathered within the last forty years.

Then it lives in Madeira, Tahiti, and Madagascar: it lives, as of old,

in despite of edicts, persecutions, and death. It lives in Christian

schools, seminaries, tracts, and the numerous translations of the word
of God; and from every quarter it is gaining strength for mightier
achievements upon the kingdom of darkness.

The world moves . Not backward, as some would have it, but for-

ward. Knowledge is everywhere advancing; the spirit of inquiry

is aroused; the world’s commerce is controlled by Protestant nations;

the two gold fields of the earth belong to the same power; nearly

every Pagan country is open and accessible to missionary labour;

Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islamism are waning; the thunder of the

Vatican creates but little terror; a wonderful reformation is going on
among the Armenians and Nestorians; a still greater revolution in

China; Europe is heaving with the throes of a mighty conflict, to ve-

rify there and in China the remark of Foster, that “ God always fol-

lowed in the track of the conqueror, to bear away the spoils.” The
elements of moral strife are in motion, marshalling their forces for a

great and, it may be, protracted contest
;
but the end is sure. To this

end all things are tending : every day the consummation is drawing
nearer, when Christianity is to rule the earth. Let this bright and
animating prospect, then, cheer us in our labours, and stimulate us to

more believing prayers, and to greater devotedness and zeal. And
from the future let us look to the present as the field of our efforts,

when we have to work up to the measure of our ability, sow beside
all waters, consecrate ourselves, every faculty, and every purpose to

the Lord, and seek in every possible way to diffuse the glory of
Christ’s name, until the earth shall be vocal with his praise, and un-
til he shall proclaim from his mediatorial throne that he has seen of
the travail of his soul, and is satisfied.

THE “WORD MADE FLESH,” THE CENTRAL OBJECT OF THE CHRISTIAN
SYSTEM.

(From Hugh Miller’s “Autobiography.”)

Egotism, in the religious form, is perhaps more tolerated than in
any other; but it is not, on that account, less perilous to the egotist
himself. There need be, however, less delicacy in speaking of one’s
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belief than of one’s feelings; and I trust I need not hesitate to say,

that I was led to see at this time, through the instrumentality of my
friend, that my theologic system had previously wanted a central ob-

ject, to which the heart, as certainly as the intellect, could attach it-

self; and that the true centre of an efficient Christianity is, as the

name ought of itself to indicate, “the Word made flesh.” Around
this central sun of the Christian system—appreciated, however, not

as a doctrine
,
which is a mere abstraction, but as a Divine Person

—

so truly man, that the affections of the human heart can lay hold upon
him—so truly God, that the mind, through faith, can at all times and
in all places be brought into direct contact with him: all that is truly

religious takes its place in a subsidiary and subordinate relation. I say,

subsidiary and subordinate. The Divine Man is the great attractive cen-

tre—the sole gravitating point of a system which owes to him all the

coherency, and which would but be a chaos were he away. It seems
to be the existence of the human nature in this central and paramount
object, that imparts to Christianity, in its subjective character, its pe-

culiar power of influencing and controlling the human mind. There
may be men who, through a peculiar idiosyncrasy of constitution, are

capable of loving, after a sort, a mere abstract God, unseen and in-

conceivable; though, as shown by the air of sickly sentimentality, borne
by almost all that has been said and written on the subject, the feel-

ing, in its true form, must be a very rare and exceptionable one. In all

my experience of men, I never knew a genuine instance of it. The
love of an abstract God, seems to be as little natural to the ordinary

human constitution, as the love of an abstract sun or planet. And so

it will be found, that in all the religions that have taken strong hold

of the mind of man, the element of a vigorous humanity has mingled,

in the character of its gods, with the theistic element. The gods of

the classic mythology were simply powerful men, let loose from the

tyranny of physical laws; and, in their purely human character, as

warm friends and deadly enemies, they were both feared and loved.

And so the belief, which bowed at their shrines, ruled the old civil-

ized world for many centuries. In the great ancient mythologies of

the East, Budhism and Brahmanism—both very influential forms of

belief—we have the same elements—genuine humanity, added to god-

like power. In the faith of the Moslem, the human character of the

man Mohammed, elevated to an all-potential vicegerency in things

sacred, gives great strength to what, without it, would be a weak
theism. Literally, it is Allah’s supreme prophet that maintains for

Allah himself a place in the Mohammedan mind. Again, in Popery
we find an excess of humanity, scarce less great than in the classical

mythology itself, and with nearly corresponding results. Though the

Virgin mother takes, as queen of heaven, a first place in the scheme,

and forms in that character a greatly more interesting goddess than

any of the old ones who counselled Ulysses, or responded to the love

of Anchises or of Endymion, she has to share her empire with the

minor saints, and to recognise in them a host of rivals. But undoubt-

edly to this popular element Popery owes not a little of its indomi-

table strength. In, however, all these forms of religion, whether
inherently false from the beginning, or so overlaid in some after stage

by the fictitious and the untrue as to have their original substratum

of truth covered up by error and fable, there is such a want of co-
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herency, between the theistic and human elements, that we always

find them undergoing a process of separation. We see the human
element ever laying hold on the popular mind, and there manifesting

itself in the form of a vigorous superstition; and the theistic ele-

ment, on the other hand, recognised by the cultivated intellect as the

exclusive and only element, and elaborated into a sort of natural the-

ology, usually rational enough in its propositions, but for any practi-

cal purpose, always feeble and inefficient. Such a separation of the

two elements took place of old, in the ages of classical mythology;
and hence the very opposite characters of the wild but genial and
popular fables so exquisitely adorned by the poets, and the rational

but uninfluential doctrines received by a select few from the philoso-

phers. Such a separation took place too in France, in the latter half

of the last century
;
and still on the European continent, generally,

do we find this separation represented by the asserters of a weak
theism on the one hand, and of a superstitious saint-worship on the

other. In the false and corrupted religions, the two indispensable

elements of divinity and humanity appear as if blended together by
a mere mechanical process; and it is their natural tendency to sepa-

rate, through a sort of subsidence on the part of the human element
from the theistic one, as if from some lack of the necessary affinities.

In Christianity, on the other hand, where existing in its integrity, as

the religion of the New Testament, the union of the two elements is

complete: it partakes of the nature, not of a mechanical, but of a

chemical mixture; and its great central doctrine—the true humanity
and true divinity of the adorable Saviour—is a truth equally receiva-

ble by at once the humblest and loftiest intellects. Poor dying chil-

dren, possessed of but a few simple ideas, and men of the most robust

intellects, such as the Chalmerses, Fosters, and Halls of the Christian

Church, find themselves equally able to rest their salvation on the

man “Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever.” Of this funda-
mental truth of the two natures, that condensed enunciation of the

gospel, which forms the watchword of our faith, “ Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” is a direct and palpable em-
bodiment, and Christianity is but a mere name without it.

FAMILIES DIVIDED IN ETERNIY.

When Orpah turned back from Naomi and Ruth, she little knew
she was parting forever. They had lived together perhaps from in-

fancy. They had played around the same palm-tree, sat before the

same cottage-door, wandered over the same hills of Moab
;
now they

parted for eternity. So it is amongst us. There are, no doubt, mauy
of us about to be separated for eternity. How strange that two trees

should grow so near, one to flower in paradise, the other to be a fire-

brand in hell ! Dear friends, do you not see some, whom you love

much, really converted and saved ? Do you not see they have a$>eace

that passeth understanding, while you are still loaded with guilt?

They are growing holier, more fond of prayer, walking more hum-
bly, getting riper for glofy—you riper for hell—your sins getting

faster hold? 0, this separation will be for eternity! You may love

them much, but you will go back to your gods. 1. You will be se-

parated at death: they will pass into glory—into perfect day; you will
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lift up your eyes in hell. Besides all this, 2. You will be separated
at judgment. When the Son of man shall come in his glory, lie shall

separate the sheep from the goats: those on the right hand shall be
solemnly acquitted—rewarded for all the good works you now see

them daily performing. All their prayers and tears for you will then
be recompensed. You, on the left hand, shall go away into everlast-

ing punishment. You shall look on that Saviour, whom you now de-

spise, and “ wail because of him.” When your eye catches your godly
friends, how you will weep and wail! You will then remember all

their love and all your madness. Parents, do you love your con-

verted children? Can you bear to be parted eternally? Will you
cleave to Naomi, or go back to your people and your gods? How
will you bear to see the fruit of your body on the throne with Christ,

and yourself a brand in an eternal hell? M‘Cheyne.

“ STANDING OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH.”

The practice of standing in front of the different churches of this city, and
of most other large cities, is rather increasing than growing less, being indulged

in by many professing Christians, and by nearly all careless church-goers.

Every Sabbath the curb-stone is lined with its ranks of outsiders, obstructing

the passage, impertinently gazing in the faces of the thronging worshippers,

both male and female, especially the latter
;
and conversing about matters of

worldly importance and interest. Perhaps business may, at one time, be the

all-absorbing subject; at another, pleasure, either enjoyed in the past, or ex-

pected in the future. Perhaps, again, some spicy story, full of scandal, may
be retailed to the gaping crowd

;
then comes a sharp fire of small criticism

upon the beauty, dress, appearance and history of a certain fair one who
ascends the steps and enters the sanctuary. Then the preacher is discussed :

one thinks he is very eloquent
;
another “ likes him very much, but his ser-

mons are rather long,” while a third condemns his choice of his subjects—he

is too political, or too argumentative, or too practical. The service begins, and
the crowd enters the church to disturb the true worshippers of God, by making
as much noise as possible, and to attract the gaze of those who go to church

to see and be seen. The service is over, and the church doors are beset on

each side by two columns of these unabashed quizzers, who, with a devotion

to physiognomy truly laudable, curiously scan the countenances of the depart-

ing worshippers. The pavement, as if made expressly for their occupancy, is

filled with another congregation of them in various attitudes of attention. One
has his cane in his mouth

;
that one, with a struggle, puts on his tight gloves,

and stares all the while
;
another leans against the tree-box, or lamp-post, and

gracefully does his part in that position, while a fellow-gazer, with the tips of

his fingers in his pockets, is content thus to gratify his desire of observation.

Is this a fair picture ? n?ay now be asked. Do professing Christians act as

the above description seems to imply ? It is a fair picture of not a small class

of church-goers. In many cases Christians do, and in still more, they encou-

rage, by their presence, those that are guilty. The majority of Christians, no

doubt, act differently
;
but the scorner, or the man of pleasure, as he passes

these crowds before churches, is not going to be very discriminating, where
his heart is at enmity, and the whole church is sneered at on account of the

mal-practice.of comparatively a small number of its members. Then, again,

the question is a pertinent one—Is it right ? What duty is fulfilled by thus

delaying to enter the church ? If “ God is in his holy temple if He will

not be mocked
;

if He is
“ to be feared, and to be reverenced by all that are

about Him if our hearts should be prepared for His service
;
if His blessing

is desired, is it right—is it not sinful to be pursuing such a practice as is most
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calculated to interfere with that “ preparation of the heart and of the sanc-

tuary/’ without which no acceptable service can be rendered to the great God.

The Christian, if he feels aright, will wish to go from his closet to the sanc-

tuary
;
for he goes to meet with no ordinary person—not with the greatest earthly

monarch, but with “the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” He goes to have

communion with

—

“that Spirit that dost prefer,

Before all temples, the upright heart and pure”

—

and he knows it to be a solemn thing thus to do. He will wish to have a few

moments, before the service begins, “to commune with his own heart, and be

still to lift up his soul to God for assistance in the acts of worship. Can he

do so if he stands outside of the church, in a throng where every thing is fitted

to disturb pious thought, and to unsettle the mind for the exercises of devotion ?

One would think that the deep stillness of the house of God, tending to soothe

the feelings, and to impress religious awe upon the soul, were a better prepa-

rative. Besides, this custom trenches upon the Sabbath, and steals that sacred

time God has appointed for his worship. It is a “ profaning of the day by
idleness,” and when we take into the account, that the conversation of such as

indulge in this practice—even though they be Christians—is not always “with
grace seasoned with salt,” we may infer a still greater desecration from the

many “unnecessary thoughts and words about worldly employments and
recreations.” But not a few may object, and say: “ Is it really such a wrong
thing to remain, for a few moments, before the church, to greet our friends,

and to enjoy their conversation, especially as it is the only opportunity we
ma}r have of doing so on account of the nature of our business during the

week ?” This is precisely the argument of the man who habitually takes his.

pleasure on the Lord’s day. “I am confined all the week, therefore I should

be without restraint on the Sabbath.” It is making a convenience of the

Sabbath, saying what we have not time for on other days, we may steal time

to do on that sacred day. It is turning the church into a meeting-place, to

retail the news and gossip of the week. Friends can be greeted, a few proper

words can be exchanged, without standing outside till the service is just

beginning. Nearly every person can find opportunities of prolonged and
pleasant intercourse with friends during the week, if he is so inclined, without

committing a sin, and making others sin on the Sabbath. That is the day
which God has blessed—its very moments are precious, and should not be

wasted, for

—

“ Moments seize

Heaven on their wing : a moment we may wish
When worlds want wealth to buy.”

Shall this practice be continued ? Will not all good Christians reflect, and,

if guilty in the past, resolve to be so no more in the future? They should

walk consistently, as “ children of the light,” and bring no reproach upon
religion. How powerful in its influence is their example ! It tells even

upon the unbeliever, doubting or denying the very truth of Christianity; it

tells upon the wearied man of pleasure, who has wasted his strength in pur-

suing the phantoms of this world. Let Christians be more earnest in preparing

for the sanctuary, and they will not feel inclined to loiter outside. Their lan-

guage will be that of David : “ How amiable are thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of

Hosts. My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord
;
my

heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.” M. V.

It was the saying of Richard Hooker, that “the life of a pious clergyman was visible

rhetoric, and so convincing that the most godless men (though they would not deny
themselves the enjoyment of their present lusts) did yet secretly wish themselves like

those of the strictest lives.”
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EXTRACT FROM RUTHERFORD’S LETTER.

To John Bell, Elder.

“ My very loving Friend—Grace, mercy and peace be to you. I have very

often and long expected your letter
;
but if ye be well in soul and body, I am

the less solicitous.

“ I beseech you, in the Lord Jesus, to mind your country above
;
and now,

when old age—the twilight going before the darkness of the grave, and the

hilling low of your sun before your night—is come upon you, advise with

Christ, ere ye put your foot into the ship, and turn your back on this life.

Many are beguiled with this, that they are free of scandalous and crying

abominations
;
but the tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is for the fire

;

the man that is not born again cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Com-
mon honesty will not take men to heaven. Alas ! that men should think

that ever they met with Christ, who had never a sick night, through the

terrors of God in their souls, or a sore heart for sin. I know that the Lord
hath given you light, and the knowledge of his will; but that is not all,

neither will that do your turn. I wish you an awakened soul, and that you
beguile not yourself, in the matter of your salvation. My dear brother, search

yourself with the candle of God, and try if the life of God and Christ be in

you. Salvation is not casten to every man’s door. Many are carried over sea

and land, to a far country in a ship, while aa they sleep much of all the way

;

but men are not landed at heaven sleeping. The righteous are scarcely saved

;

and many run as fast as either you or I, who miss the prize and the crown.

God send me salvation, and save me from a disappointment, and I seek no

more.* Men think it but a stride, or step over to Heaven, but when so few

are saved, even of a number like the sand of the sea—but a handful and a

remnant, as God’s word saith—what cause have we to shake ourselves out of

ourselves, and to ask our poor soul, 1 Whither goest thou? Where shalt

thou lodge at night ? Where are thy charters and writs of thy heavenly

inheritance?’ I have known a man turn a key in a door, and lock it by !*

Many men leap over, (as they think,) and leap in. Oh, see ! see that ye give

not your salvation a wrong cast, and think all is well, and leave your soul

loose and uncertain. Look to your building, and to your ground-stone,t and

what signs of Christ are in you, and set this world behind your back. It is

time, now in the evening, to cease from your ordinary work, and high time to

know of your lodging at night : it is your salvation that is in dependence,

and that is a great and weighty business, though many make light of the

matter.

“Now the Lord enable you, by his grace, to work it out.

“ Your lawful and loving pastor, S. B.

“Aberdeen, 1637 .”

HOW DO YOU TREAT YOUR CONSCIENCE?

You may not have thought of it, dear brother, as you should have done, but God has
placed within you a conscience. When we tell you that Nicholas is Emperor of Russia,

there is something within you that assents to the statement. That, however, is not
conscience. When we tell you he rules over a vast and half-civilized country, imagina-
tion probably furnishes you with a picture of Russia. When we allude to the fact that

he is now carrying on an unjust war against Turkey, there is that within you which
condemns his conduct as morally wrong. You think of him as a responsible being
doing a voluntary act, and something within you, as it were, instantaneously arraigns,

tries, and condemns him. The faculty that does so is distinct from reason, memory, and
imagination, at least in the way of its acting, and the subjects on which it' acts. That
faculty is called conscience. It will, in the same manner, pronounce, either favourably

* That is, turn the bolt not into, but past the staple or socket that should hold it.

j- Foundation.
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or unfavourably, if left to itself, on every similar proceeding in yourself, or in any other

that is presented before it; and not only will it act, but it will make its power to be
more or less felt in the mind, when it has pronounced its sentence, in a way that no
other faculty can do. You think of a sword, and the simple conception of it does not

move you. You think of the sword with which Joab treacherously slew Abner, and a

feeling of disapprobation, more or less strong, rises up in your mind. That is the

working of conscience, which, upon any thing of a moral character being submitted to

it, declares it to be right or wrong, and calls forth an attendant emotion. Was it not

merciful in the Creator to place within man a guide that cannot be separated from him,

that acts within him, and that approves of the good and rejects the evil? And how
much it is to be regretted that, from the results of the fall and our subsequent sin, con-

science does not, to most men, convey all the benefit it is fitted to impart

!

Still it must be admitted, as in many other cases, the fault is our own that conscience

is not to us a greater source of light and comfort. Perhaps you, dear reader, have not

thought much of this matter. Will you permit a few questions to be put to you re-

garding your treatment of your own conscience ?

1. Do you keep your conscience in darkness? There is an American slaveholder who
has inherited his father’s ideas and his father’s slaves. Others deem his possession of

his fellows a sin against God and man. He does not feel it so. He never allowed the

proper light to fall upon his conscience. He looks at the question just in one point of

view, and gives himself no trouble in inquiring whether there be any other from which
it might be contemplated. He is keeping his conscience in the dark. There is one whose
family regularly gave the Sabbath forenoon to public worship, and the rest of the day
to recreation and enjoyment. Without any reflection on the matter, he has adopted the

same plan. He has never put the case before his conscience in the light of the fourth com-
mandment, and asked, “Should I remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy?” There
is a dweller in a secluded glen, through which a brook steals down to a neighbouring
lake. The people never lost an opportunity for illicit distillation in that glen, and he
has fallen into their way of proceeding, without ever asking, “Am I defrauding by this

process?” He is keeping his conscience in the dark.

“Ah! then,” you say, “there is no sin in it, if he does not see it to be wrong.”
Stay, dear friend, and consider. When the ship has gone to pieces on the rocks, and
the “wreckers,” who, from time immemorial, looked on the goods as legitimate booty,

seize what they can, does the law refuse to hold them responsible because they see no
sin in it? No, certainly not. And if man, with his low and obscure views of right and
wrong, here condemn, how much more will He who is of purer eyes than to behold
iniquity ! Do you not think He will say, “ Light came into the world, and they loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil?” Beware of keeping your
conscience in the dark.

2. Do you trample upon conscience? Prescott quotes the ballad in which the fall of

Alhama was bewailed by the Moors of Grenada, according to which, Abul Hacen, on
receiving the disastrous news, acted as many do with their conscience

—

“In the fire the scroll he threw,
And the messenger he slew,”

As if such a course could lessen the misfortune. Conscience speaks, and proclaims what
is ungrateful to you. Do you receive the faithful warning, seek light and follow it, or
do you try to stifle the voice whose message is so annoying? You may make the ex-
periment, and insulted conscience, sullen and discontented, may abandon the effort to be
heard, but you gain as little by the process as did the Moorish king. That very con-
science, whose warnings you resent until they cease to be given, wiil yet be in a posi-
tion, if grace interpose not, to speak out with a power uncontrollable, and torment you
with the cry, “You knew your duty and you did it not.” Oh! dear friend, do not
trample upon conscience. It draws a boundary line, so far as it has light, between
right and wrong. It has no power to compel you to abide on the side of right. In op-
position to it, you may pass to and fro over the line until it is effaced, and you cannot
any longer see it. But about conscience there is a self-registering power that marks
and records every such passage, and the very line you have obliterated to your own
view, will yet, if grace interpose not, stand out boldly and distinctly in the light of that
•fire that cannot be quenched. Dear brother, beware of trampling upon conscience.

3. Do you cheat your conscience ? There is such a thing as deceiving, imposing upon,
cheating it. You are bent on a certain course, and conscience remonstrates. You alter
the position, you put the case differently, and the verdict is now in your favour. A
man has opened a gin-palace. He is to be the ruin of thousands. Conscience condemns
the undertaking. But the case is put thus:—“I must live and support my family;
here is an opening, and I have no other; is it not right to provide for my household?”
Conscience has no answer but one for this form of the question. The whole case is not
submitted to it, or a partial view of it is presented. It has to do with the case as put
before it; and thus a man may delude himself with the idea that he is acting conscien-
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tiously, •when the truth is, he has gained a favourable judgment from conscience by a
deceptive statement of the case. Beware of cheating conscience. “For all these things

God will bring thee into judgment.” The blinded conscience will yet be enlightened,

the perverted conscience will yet be made sensible of its errors, the deceived conscience
will yet detect the imposition practised upon it, and. in multitudes of instances, fear-

ful will be the vengeance exacted. To obviate results so fatal, give heed to a closing

question.

4. Do you seek a purged conscience

f

How, you ask. is such a result to be attained?
Hear the question of the Apostle to the Hebrews. “If,” he reasons, “on your own ad-
mission. there was at least ceremonial purifying in the blood of mere bulls and of goats,

how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living

God ?” (Heb. ix. 14.) Why such a victim as Christ ? Why will no less precious blood
purify the conscience? Just because man, having sinned against a. holy God, the con-
science, fallen though it be. feels the need of some reparation being made. The man
who takes refuge in superstition feels a need-be for a way of satisfaction, and would
be startled to discover that no such satisfaction was needed, and that man might break
God’s law and yet retain His favour, despise that law and yet be accepted. But when
the soul sees that Divine love provides a Saviour, and Divine justice exacts the penalty

of a broken law, and Divine mercy offers the benefit of such a transaction to the sinner,

the conscience is purged. It says, “This is right.” Like Edwards, on learning the

plan of justification by faith, it is “inexpressibly pleased.” It is drawn away from the

effort of superstition, by dead works to atone for sin. It is rectified, and becomes a
sensitive, judicious, and prompt monitor to the believer, in running in the way of God’s
commandments. Dear reader, is your conscience thus purged ? Then the more light

you have the better. You now love Christ, and you would prove it by keeping His
commandments. The law is to guide conscience, and conscience is to guide you.

When you feel the liability of conscience to go astray, and when you bring it for gui-

dance to the Divine and perfect standard, you become a truly and safely “conscientious

man”—conscientious, not in the sense of the Hindoo, who tortures himself, or the In-

quisitor, who tortures others, under the powerful impulse of a perverted conscience,

but conscientious in the sense of him whose honest inquiry is, “ Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do?” Your heart is now free to love the Saviour, and conscience (to

use the language of Dr. M 4Cosh, whose chapters on this subject are more intelligible,

forcible, and, we might add, eloquent and practical, than any thing we have ever seen,)

instead of being a “moral avenger,” listens submissively to the voice of a “pure and
holy law, descended from the region in which the conscience received its first instruc-

tion, recalling it to a sense of its present disorder and primitive destination.”

—

Irish Pres.

HE IS A CHRISTIAN.

He is a Christian ! Then he is a man of truth. Epon his word you may implicitly

rely. His promises are faithfully fulfilled. His representations he believes to be scru-

pulously exact. He would not hazard his veracity upon a contingency. “He that

speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness.” “ He swearetli to his own hurt and
changeth not.”

He is a Christian ! Then he is an honest man. He had rather wrong himself than
wrong his neighbour. In whatever business he may be engaged, you may be sure that

his dealings will be honourable and upright. “ Provide things honest in the sight of all

men.” “ The way of the just is uprightness.”

He is a Christian! Then he is an humble man. He thinks of his own infirmities,

acknowledges his dependence upon God, and regards the wealthiest and poorest of his

brethren as men, objects of his Redeemer's interposing love, and worthy of his attention

and interest. “ God giveth grace to the humble.” “He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted.”

He is a Christian ! Then he is a kind man. He feels interested for his neighbours,

and has ever a pleasant word for those he meets. He strives to promote the welfare

and happiness of those with whom he is associated. His generous heart delights in dif-

fusing enjoyment. “The law of kindness is in his tongue.” “To godliness add bro-

therly-kindness. ”

He is a Christian! Then he is charitable. He is prompt to attribute right motives

rather than wrong to others wherever it is possible. Knowing his own liability to err,

he will regard with a charitable heart the failures of others, and will be more ready to

reclaim and restore than to censure them. “ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so

fulfil the law of Christ.” “ Charity suffereth long, and is kind.”

He is a Christian ! Then he is forgiving. Wrong does not rankle in his heart,

craving for revenge. The forgiving word is ready upon his lip, for his most implacable
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enemy. “ If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Heavenly Father
forgive your trespasses.” “Even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”

He is a Christian ! Then he is benevolent. He feeds the hungry, clothes the naked,

ministers to the sick. Human distresses touch his heart and open his hand. The
spiritual maladies of mankind excite his commiseration, and to relieve and remove
them his influence and property will be cheerfully contributed. “Freely ye have re-

ceived, freely give.” “ Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ?”

He is a Christian ! Then he is a man of prayer. He lives in communion with God,
for thus only can the life of Christianity be derived or preserved in the soul. “In
every thing, by prayer and thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”
“ When thou prayest, enter into thy closet.”

He is a Christian 1 Then will he cherish and cultivate in his relations to God, and in

his intercourse with men, “ whatsoever things are true, honest, just, lovely, ofgood report.”

But suppose a professor of religion does not exhibit or strive to cultivate these lovely

characteristics. Then he is no Christian !

—

Id.

iHCsceUaneous.
(For the Banner of the Covenant.)

MONUMENT TO THE REV. DR. WYLIE.

Monuments are erected by the living to commemorate the great-

ness, the genius, or the virtues of the departed dead. Sometimes the

living
,
in the pride of their great achievements, have raised the lofty

pillar, telling of countries conquered and battles won, and of the

might and glory of the conqueror. Sometimes a man’s writings may
be considered his monument, and an ancient poet has boasted of his

as a “ monument more durable than brass, and loftier than the loftiest

pyramids.” But monuments are generally for the dead; for those

whose lives have had such a power that they are worthy of remem-
brance. It is true, that wealth and might combined may erect the

splendid tomb over the remains of a mortal who has lived only to

cause misery to his fellows, so that he who has been a scourge may
be made to appear, after death, as if he had been a blessing: still

this, however costly, cannot drive from the minds of mankind their

opinion of his character, nor prevent them from loading his memory
with the odium it deserved. It is only in reference to the good, the

worthy of the world, that monuments have a meaning, and do not

tell a false tale. When a man has lived in a manner worthy of his

high destiny has done good on the earth by his learning, wisdom
or pious example; has been wise in turning many to righteousness;

has had an influence not soon to cease, then should the stone of

memorial be raised, and the inscription written, that present and
future generations may read and be instructed. It is no exaggera-
tion to say, that Dr. Wylie was such in character and influence. The
congregation, of which he was so long the spiritual head, felt so, and
shortly after his lamented removal from his earthly labours to hea-

venly glory and blessedness, resolved to erect- over his remains such
a monument as would be worthy of their pastor, and honourable to

his memory. This resolution, unanimously adopted, was soon carried
into effect, and a monument has been erected, simple, chaste and
beautiful in its design, not too rich in ornament, yet ornamental
enough, and costly though not extravagant. It is in the Grecian
style of architecture, being made of Italian marble, with the excep-
tion of the two lower bases, which are of common blue marble. The
first base is five feet square, and the second is four feet square and
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twenty inches thick, and cut in rustic courses. On these bases rests

an Italian base of three divisions, one rising above the other in the
form of a pyramid, and the upper one is enriched by a delicately

carved moulding. The pedestal, two feet four inches square and
three feet high, is erected upon the above base, and is surmounted
by a cap or projection three feet square, and handsomely moulded
and ornamented. On each of the sides of the pedestal are raised

shields, on which the inscriptions given below are engraven. The
obelisk rests on the pedestal by a panelled base. It is eight feet

high, octagonal in shape, and has its four faces deeply sunk with
mouldings, forming a pointed arch at its top, where a carved cap
surmounts the whole. At each corner of its base is an inverted scroll,

which adds very much to its beauty. The total height of the monu-
ment is about sixteen feet, and in its design* and execution reflects

credit upon all concerned in its erection. The inscriptions, prepared
by Mr. Faires, are in Latin and English. On the east or back shield

of the pedestal is the following in Latin :

—

Hoc in tumulo
placide quiescit

quod mortale fuit

Samuelis Brown Wylie, D. D.,

Ecclesias Primae Presbyterian® Reformats, Phil-

adelphiensis, annos quinquaginta Pastoris,

necnon Linguarum Antiquarum in Uni-
versitate Pennsylvaniensi, annos pro-

pe viginti, Professoris.

Viri hujus eruditi, probi, benefici

veritatis, studiosi, Deo servientis, hoxni-

num amantis, manet in

aeternum, memoria honorata.

The west or front side has one in English, as follows:

—

Beneath this column
“ rest in hope”

The mortal remains of

Samuel Brown Wylie, D. D.,

For fifty years Pastor of the First

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia,

and for nearly twenty years Professor

of Ancient Languages in the

University of Pennsylvania.

A man of vigorous intellect, varied and

profound learning, stern integrity,

warm affections, an enlightened

advocate of the rights of man,

and a devoted servant

of God.

* It was designed by John C. Trautwine, Civil Engineer, and executed by

Edwin Greble, at his Marble Works, Chestnut street, west of Seventeenth street.
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On the south side is the following :

—

Born, Moylarg, Co. Antrim, Ireland,

May 21, 1773.

Died, Philadelphia,

October 13, 1852.
“ They that be wise shall shine

as the brightness of the firmament;

and they that turn many to righteousness

as the stars for ever and ever.”

Daniel xii. 3.

The remaining inscription is in Latin, and on the north side of the

pedestal. It reads as follows :

—

Hoc Monumentum,
moeroris sui testimonium,

Samueli B. Wylie
bene merenti
posuerunt

amici ejus devinctissimi.

The Monument stands in the centre of the Congregational lot at

Woodlands, the most romantic of the cemeteries without the limits

of Philadelphia. It overlooks the river flowing quietly along the

base of the hill on which it is placed. In the distance is the busy,

mighty city, with its rushing tide of active life, scarcely ever giving

a thought to this resting-place of the dead. Near it are two or three

tall firs, still keeping their greenness, though other trees are as dry
and lifeless as the conquering season has made them. It is the most
appropriate and beautiful spot for the repose of the dead that could

have been selected. The monument is an ornament to the whole
cemetery as well as to that particular spot, and is not surpassed by
any there. It is the offering of an attached congregation to the

pious memory of a much loved and now departed Pastor
;
of a con-

gregation who, though they have thus commemorated his worth, still

cherish in their hearts tender recollections of him which no monu-
ment can express. M.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SESSION OF THE FIRST REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, PITTSBURGH, PA.

At a special meeting of the session of the First Reformed Presby-

terian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., held on the evening of the 7th of De-
cember, 1854, the Moderator having announced that, since the last

meeting, it had pleased an all-wise Providence to remove by death
Mr. John Caskey, a member of this court—on motion of Mr. Thomas
Smith, seconded by Mr. William Eardly, the following preamble and
resolutions were unanimously adopted, and ordered to be entered
upon the Minutes:

Whereas, It has pleased the King and Head of the Church, in the

exercise of his sovereign will and pleasure, to remove by death Mr.
John Caskey, late a member of this court; therefore,

Resolved, That whilst we bow in humble submission to the will of
Divine Providence, we cannot but express our deepest sorrow and

1855.—

2
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unfeigned regret, in that we have sustained such an irreparable loss

in the removal, by death, of one of our most zealous, judicious, and
efficient members.

Resolved, That we record our high sense of the upright character,

spotless life, Christian liberality, and devotedness of our late bro-

ther.

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. Caskey, the session has lost a

prudent counsellor, the congregation an exemplary member, the Sab-
bath-school an efficient superintendent, and society a useful and wor-
thy man.

Resolved, That we express our sincere condolence and sympathy
with the surviving relatives—that a copy of the above resolutions be
presented to them, and published in the “ Banner of the Covenant.”

John Douglas, Moderator.

Pittsburgh
,
Dec. 7, 1854. G. Adams, Cleric.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FIRST REFORMED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PITTSBURGH.

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees, held on Tuesday evening,

December 4, 1854, the following preamble and resolutions were una-

nimously adopted, viz.:

Whereas, It is becoming in those who have been long associated,

whether in the Church or in the world, to cherish towards each other

sentiments of high regard : and, whereas, it is no less becoming when,
by death, that association has been severed, to mourn the loss we have
sustained, a duty to which we are now called by the demise of our

respected friend and brother, Mr. John Caskey, who for many years

faithfully discharged the office of Secretary to this Board: therefore,

Resolved, That as a Board we feel deeply and mournfully the loss

we have sustained by the death of our late Secretary, Mr. John Cas-

key, who has long and faithfully served the Board and the congrega-

tion in that capacity.

Resolved, That we will ever cherish the warmest recollection of

his virtues, and endeavour to profit by his example, as he “ being dead
yet speaketh.”

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be entered upon
the Minute-book of the Board, and a copy of these resolutions be sent

to the surviving relatives of the deceased, expressing our sympathy
with them in this afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence.

John Stevenson, President.

Pittsburgh
,
Dec. 4, 1854. James M‘Master, Sec. pro tem.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF THE FIRST RE-

FORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PITTSBURGH.

A special meeting of the Sabbath-school teachers of the First Re-

formed Presbyterian congregation,Pittsburgh, was held in the church,

on Monday evening, the fourth instant. The meeting was organized

by calling the Rev. John Douglas to the chair, and appointing Mr.

James M‘Master Secretarjr
. After prayer, the Chairman stated that

the object of the meeting was to take some action in regard to the

lamented death of the late Superintendent of the Sabbath school,

Mr. John Caskey.
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On motion, a committee was appointed to draught resolutions ex-

pressive of the feelings and sentiments of the meeting—the commit-

tee to consist of Messrs. James Dickson, James Wilson, William John
Meek, and the Secretary. After a few moments, the committee re-

ported the following preamble and resolutions, which were unani-

mously adopted

:

Whereas, It has pleased an all-wise Providence to remove from
amongst us, by death, our late worthy and much respected Superin-

tendent, Mr. John Caskey, who departed this life on December 2,

1854: and, whereas, on the Sabbath previous to his decease he was
with us, cheering us, not only by his presence, but instructing us by
his counsel: and, whereas, he was strictly punctual in his habits, every
Sabbath finding him at his post of duty—a man of genuine and un-

feigned piety, exemplary in his life, walk, conduct, and conversation

—intelligent, sober, honest, upright, and trustworthy, and, apparently

taking a very deep interest in every scheme that had a tendency to

promote the interests and welfare of Messiah’s kingdom, he was libe-

ral in contributing of his substance, always ready with his counsel,

devoting a considerable portion of his time to the advancement of
Sabbath-school instruction: his efforts were entirely voluntary, and
of the most self-sacrificing character; therefore,

Resolved, That we feel ourselves deeply humbled by this visitation

of Divine Providence, in that he has bereft us of our beloved Super-
intendent, an elder of our Church, and in every respect a genuine,
devoted, and sincere Christian—being, not only a direct loss to us,

but to Sabbath -school instruction generally throughout our cities, as

he took a deep interest in the training and instruction of the young
and rising generation.

Resolved, That whilst we deeply deplore his loss, and shall ever
cherish a sacred recollection of his memory, we do not repine at the

dealings of Providence, as we can say, in humble submission, “The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord !” In this life he gave us sufficient evidence to lead us to

the conclusion that, what is now our loss, is his great gain, having
only, as we trust and hope, left the church militant on earth, to join

the glorious assembly and church of the first-born in heaven.
Resolved, That in this dispensation we can discover renewed rea-

sons for each of us to be at our post of duty, not knowing the day nor
the hour that we may be called to give an account of our steward-
ship. And as our general has fallen in the conflict, and been crowned
with laurels of victory, let us take encouragement to go forth to fight

the battles of the Lord: let it only be an impetus to stimulate us to*

greater exertion in the cause of our Lord and Master.

Resolved, That our deepest sympathies are with the family and
friends of our deceased brother, to whom we may confidently say,
“ Brethren, sorrow not even as others which have no hope.”

Resolved, That a copy of the above resolutions be presented to the
bereaved family, and be published in the “ Preacher and United Pres-
byterian,” and in the “Banner cf the Covenant.”
Concluded by prayer. James M‘Master, Secy .

Pittsburgh
,
Pec. 4, 1854.
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DEHRA MISSION CHURCH AND SCHOOL HOUSE.

The following communication from a friend in Brooklyn, N. Y., we
commend to the notice of our Sabbath schools, hoping that those who
have not yet acted in the matter referred to, may be provoked “ unto
love and to good works.”

Brooklyn, Dec. 22, 1854.

George H. Stuart, Esq.

:

Dear Sir,—In response to a call in the September number of the
Banner, by the Rev. John S. Woodside, upon the Reformed Presby-
terian Church and Sabbath schools in the United States, in behalf of
the Dehra mission church and school house, I enclose you twenty-five

dollars from the Sabbath school in connexion with the Rev. D. J. Pat-

terson’s congregation, which you will please forward. The amount
is small

;
but, even small, it is an evidence of their deep interest in,

and high appreciation of, the labours of our brethren for the spread
of the gospel and the conversion of the heathen in that distant land.

May they not only be instrumental in rearing up edifices of brick and
mortar to the worship of God, but spiritual houses, built up of lively

stones, to the honour and glory of his exalted name.

LETTER FROM THE REV. PROFESSOR M‘MILLAN, DELEGATE FROM THE GE-

NERAL SYNOD IN THE UNITED STATES, TO THE CHURCHES IN BRITAIN.

Glasgow, August 16th, 1854.

To the Editor of the Scottish Presbyterian Magazine.—Dear
Brother,—I regret much that it has not been in my power, since I came to

Scotland, to visit your town, as also many other places where our Ministerial

Brethren reside, and whose acquaintance I would gladly have made. I regret,

also, that it has not been, and cannot be, practicable to meet the Brethren in

a Synodical capacity. This I did not expect, nor was it expected by my
Synod, in the appointment which I received to visit the sister churches in

Great Britain. It gives me great pleasure to say that I have had the satisfac-

tion of meeting with many of the Brethren, and especially that it was in my
power to be present at the opening of your Hall, under its late organization;

and that I can congratulate you all on its propitious beginning, and its encou-

raging prospects, to meet the growing wants of the church and the loud calls

of a lost world. In the meantime, permit me to say to you and through you
to the Brethren, what I would gladly have said to them could I have spoken

to them individually, or in their collective capacity as a Synod.

The General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North Ame-
rica remember with gratitude the kind offices of their Brethren in Scotland to-

wards them, in the days of their infancy, in the mission of the Rev. James
Reid, and afterwards in the ordination and mission of the Rev. W. King, both

of precious memory to many yet surviving in the American churches. That

amicable, and I might say, parental relation on your part, and filial on ours,

the Synod which I represent still desire to cherish. That we desire to culti-

vate by the written correspondence of the respective Synods; but we desire

especially to cherish it by a living correspondence of brethren passing to and

fro and meeting each other in their Synodical capacity. Such intercourse

furnishes an opportunity of doing what a written correspondence cannot ef-

fect. We need consultation on matters of local or of more general interest.

Truth is the same in all lands. Like its glorious Author, it does not vary.
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Still the manner of its exhibition in a judicial form, and the most effective

means for its maintenance and diffusion may and do vary. The church is

progressive. We are taught to pray, “ Thy kingdom come.” The churches,

in their present fragmentary state, do not remain in a given position or re-

lation to one another. They are not as so many lakes, mountains, plains,

and rivers, continuing in a uniform state. They are more like the heavenly

bodies, ever changing their position in space, and in relation to one another.

Thus the churches, the commonwealths of the world and the world itself, are

progressing. It. therefore, may become necessary for the church to review

the past, to consider the present, to ask what Israel ought to do, and to adjust

his agencies accordingly. Thus it becomes necessary for the churches, in dif-

ferent lands, to know and consult with one another, to act in concert, so far as

possible, that they may carry out the designs of the church's organization on

earth. Them that come of Jacob shall take root ; Israel shall blossom
,
and

bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

In the view of the Synod which I have the satisfaction to represent, I would

say, that it is regarded by us as a matter of paramount importance, fully to

unfold, in our profession and practice, the claims of the Redeemer and of the

law of God over all men, in their personal and social relations. In accordance

with this, we urge the duty of not holding fellowship with immorally consti-

tuted society, whether voluntary, political, or ecclesiastical. In accordance

with the above views of moral obligation, we urge the duty of personal and
social covenanting, and teach the descent or continuance of the obligation on

posterity of vows or covenants that are moral in their nature. It is also felt

by our Synod, as a matter of not light moment, that the duty of covenanting

be exemplified by us, and that too, in a bond or form common to the Reformed
Presbyterian Churches in all lands, except so far as local circumstances might
warrant a modification. This subject is hereby earnestly recommended to your

serious consideration as a Synod and people; and it furnishes additional reason

for greater intercourse and mutual consultation as Brethren in the Lord.

I cannot conclude without saying that we are much gratified to know that

you are earnestly engaged, as well as ourselves, in the work of missions to a

heathen world. We hope that this good work will be prosecuted by the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church to the utmost extent of her capacity, and that, in

prosecuting it, unity of action, as far as possible, will characterize all our

movements. This will save much useless expense, and increase the power of

those outposts or stations which we are endeavouring to form in the dark places

of the earth. We ask attention to our mission in Hindustan, and invite any
co-operation by men or means that it may please you to give. There is room
in that place for all our efforts. Let us ever pray, and act accordingly, “Lord,
have respect unto the covenant, for the dark places of the earth are full of the

habitations of cruelty.”

In conclusion, permit me to state that what I say to one I say to all; and
that I hereby express the great pleasure I have received in a visit to dear bre-

thren in a martyred and covenanted land, and sincerely render thanks for the

many acts and series of kindness I have received since I came amongst you.

Brethren, grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. Farewell.

H. McMillan.

N. B.—The following is an imperfect statistical account of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in the United States, viz.:—Ministers, from 45 to 50;
congregations, from 60 to 70; preaching stations, from 70 to 100; licentiates

and catechists, from 5 to 10; presbyteries, 6; churches in twelve states;

domestic missions extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific.—Foreign Missions:

Three ministers at Saharanpur, Hindustan; two additional, appointed by
Synod; four theological students, natives; two schools, one English, the other

Hindustani; one presbytery, three stations; room and call for many more.
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[Note.

—

It affords us much pleasure to insert the foregoing Letter, which
arrived too late for publication in last number. It is to he regretted that

Professor M‘Millan’s visit could not be so arranged as to admit of his presence

at the meeting of our Synod, and that it took place, moreover, at a season of

the year when the ministers are very much absent from home, thus occasion-

ing no little disappointment in several instances. We trust, however, that

his visit will not be without a beneficial result; and that it will have the effect

of reviving correspondence by delegation between the various branches of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland, Ireland, and America. We re-

member well with what pleasure the visits of Dr. Alexander M‘Leod and Dr.

Black were hailed by the Church here; and under the blessing of God, the

happiest effects might have been produced, had the Synod vigorously followed

up the proposal of sending Dr. Andrew Symington on a mission across the At-
lantic. Invention and enterprise have greatly diminished our distance from
brethren in the West, and rendered the passage comparatively easy and com-
fortable. Providence appears to be inviting us to “ speak often one to an-

other/’ and the interests of the Church and the nations seem to demand this.

We have no doubt that the Church in Scotland would have great satisfaction

in receiving one or more delegates from the Reformed Presbyterian Synod in

the States, as well as from the General Synod; and that in the event of their

finding themselves in a position to reciprocate the visit, they would feel it their

duty to correspond with both; and that they would greatly rejoice if any
thing could be done that would have a tendency to make them “one stick” in

the hand of the Lord.

—

Ed. S. P.~\

(From the Co. respondent of “ The News of the Churches,” Edinburgh.)

UNITARIANISM IN THE UNITED STATES.

Mr. Editor,—As it may be of some interest to your numerous readers, British and
Continental, as well as American, I propose in the present letter to give you a brief

account of the rise, progress, and present state of Unitarianism in the United States. It

forms a pregnant chapter in our ecclesiastical history, with many lessons of warning to

every branch of the church of God.
It had its origin in the decline of spiritual religion among the Puritan churches of

New England, and in their departure from the distinguishing doctrines of grace, as stated

in the Westminster Confession and Catechisms. The first settlers of Massachusetts
were strict Calvinists. There they planted their churches, and founded their university,

and laid their foundations, with the hope of perpetuating their principles through all

time. As they were pilgrims and exiles for religious considerations, religion was with
them the first and great interest, and they founded a Christian commonwealth, in which
none could enjoy the right of suffrage who were not communicants of the church. This
was a mistake from which many sad consequences resulted. It led many to seek admis-
sion to the church, in order to secure civil privileges, who were not converted

;
and it

arrayed against the church all who were not willing to purchase political position by
living in the sin of hypocrisy. They could not enjoy the privileges of freemen save by
turning hypocrites. The above law was repealed soon after the accession of Charles II.,

but not until it had caused the seeds of discontent to be very widely sown.
Amid the commotions pertaining to the external church, spiritual influences were with-

held, and but few were converted. That the children of parents baptized, but not communi-
cants, might not be left beyond the circle of the covenant, it was ordered that such parents

should “own the covenant,” and that then they should have the privilege of offering their

children in baptism. This is what was known as “ the half-way covenant.” This was an-

other mistake leading to results obviously evil
;
one of which was to rest in the form with-

out the power of godliness. This was soon followed by a worse mistake, which resolved

the Lord’s supper into a means of grace, or of regeneration; and that it was equally the

duty of the unconverted as of the converted, to go to the Lord’s table. This prepared
the way for apostacy on any and every side. The churches soon vrere filled with uncon-
verted persons, and many such entered the pulpits of New England, under whose preach-

ing and influence religious feeling and sentiment sunk to the lowest ebb. And whilst

there was no open dissent from the doctrines of the fathers, there was no strong and cor-

dial attachment to them, and even Arian errors were regarded with growing com-
placency.

It was under these circumstances, and at this time, 1740, that the great revival, under
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Edwards and Whitefield, commenced, whose influence is apparent to the present day.

It was accompanied with many extravagancies, w'hich induced some good men to regard

it with distrust, and wffiich drove the formal and unconverted into open opposition.

These latter became Arminians, and opposed all religious zeal as of bad tendency. In

the very worst sense of your Scotch term, they became “moderates.” The writings of

Whitby, Taylor, Clarke, Emlyn, were now extensively imported and read. Edwards
wrote his “Freedom of the Will” in opposition to Whitby, and his “Original Sin” in

opposition to Taylor. In 1757, Edwards asserts that there was great corruption of doc-

trine in New England. And this corruption was greatly quickened and extended by the

political difficulties which at that time prevailed, and which led to the Canadian war,
and ultimately to the wrar of the Revolution.

Simultaneously with these things, there grew' up what is knowm to this day as a

“Liberal Party,” which regarded all attachment to creeds as bigotry,—which ridiculed

creeds, as chains forged to bind the conscience,—and which taught that mere doctrinal

differences were of no importance. This became a powerful party, which abrogated

strict examinations for admission to the ministry, and admitted all to the Lord’s table

whose moral character was fair. Thus the lamp of truth was well-nigh extinguished,

and errors in doctrine came in like a flood. A Mr. F reeman became minister of “ King’s
Chapel,” in Boston, an Episcopal church, and expunged from the prayer-book the doc-

trine of the Trinity. A Mr. Hazlett from England, visited Boston in 178.7, and greatly

promoted the spread of Unitarian opinions. In 18U3, Hosea Ballou published the first

book, vindicating Unitarianism by an American divine, so that Freeman and Ballou may
be considered the fathers of the heresy in this country. Care was taken not to awaken
prejudices unnecessarily. Men of influence were cautiously approached. English works
were reprinted and circulated. Old collections of hymns were laid aside for new' ones.

The “ Liberal Party ” became the popular and fashionable one. Professors, lawyers,
physicians, gave in their adhesion. The strong doctrines of Paul were studiously with-

held from the pulpit, and whilst the surface of society seemed quiet, the work of corrup-
tion was rapidly progressing beneath. Concealment was the order of the day. Dr.
Ware denied being a Unitarian, on his election as president of Harvard College in 1804;
nor could President Kirtland, his successor, have been elected, in iol2, had his opinions

been known.
In 1812 was published in London the “Memoir of Lindsay,” by Belsham. A few

copies came to this country. It brought to light a long correspondence between Lindsay
and the leading Unitarians of Massachusetts, in w'hich names were given, and the ways
and means by which they extended their faith wrere fully revealed. This was entirely

unexpected here. The concealed ones were brought to light, the doubtful ones were
brought to a stand. And the charges which were pronounced slanderous when made by
the orthodox, were now confessed and gloried in w7hen published by Belsham! The
cloak w’as laid aside, and, to the amazement of all, Harvard College, and most of the

ministers and churches around Boston, wrere in the hands of the Philistines ! Contro-
versy ensued, which w'as conducted always with ability, frequently with great bitter-

ness. The congregational form of government, good enough in time of peace, was now
a rope of sand. As every church was supreme, owing no subordination to any power
beyond itself, there could be no trial for heresy, no discipline for error. If a minister
was orthodox or heterodox, he could readily cany his people with him, and the property
of the congregation. And thus churches and funds founded and devoted by the pious
Puritans w’ere perverted to Unitarian purposes ! Churches were divided

;
law-suits w'ere

instituted; until finally, so thorough wras the sifting that all ministerial intercourse be-

tween the tw’o parties ceased, and the orthodox people took one side, and the Unitarian
another. And so things continue until this time. There is no exchange of pulpits with
Unitarian ministers; and whilst many of them, and of their people, are eminently intel-

ligent, and philanthropic, and ornamental of society, yet Unitarians are regarded by the

orthodox as denying the fundamental doctrines of religion, and as beyond the pale of the
church of Christ. I know not that they are regarded by any evangelical body amongst
us as a constituent portion of the great family of believers.

Although possessing yet the control of Harvard College, and numbering in their ranks
many men eminent for position, literature, and science, the Unitarians are not a growing
body in the country. In Massachusetts, where they once held the reins, their influence

is rapidly waning. The underhanded way in which they secured the control of Harvard
and seek to retain it, works against them in the public mind. And then they are greatly
divided amongst themselves. Rejecting all creeds, they must give free license to all

sentiments, and the body is now a vat, where opinions from those but slightly removed
from the orthodox standard, down to those separated only by a wafer wall from blank
infidelity, lie mingling and fermenting. And feeling that they have lost hold of the re-

ligious sentiment of the country, many of their preachers have become the leaders of the
bands of fanatics, now in pursuit of one chimera, and now of another; and of which we
have a regular crop at least every five years. Having given up the gospel they seek to

reform the race by human instrumen alities, by finely constructed and polished moral
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theories. But as well might they seek to reclaim the wilderness by sowing it with
salt, or to lire the dry stubble by icicles. They have not the elements of a growing
body. They deny the Lord that bought them, and much other truth besides.

It is a singular fact, that whilst in England and Ireland, and on the continent of
Europe, the defection to Unitarianism has been mainly from the Presbyterian bodies,

hire it has been almost exclusively from the Congregationalists. That all may see this,

permit me briefly to indulge in ecclesiastical geography and statistics. But very few
Presbyterian churches are in New England; less than twenty, I think. The masses of
the people are Congregationalists; as much so as the masses of Scotland are Presbyte-
rians. And to the states which compose New England, the Unitarian heresy is chiefly

confined. According to our last census, which now lies before me, there are in Maine 15
churches; in New Hampshire, 13; in Vermont, 2 ;

in Massachusetts, 162; in Rhode Island,

4; in Connecticut, 5. Whilst in the whole United States they have but 242 churches,
201 of these are to be found in New England ! In 14 States of the Union they have not a

solitary church, and in six others but one each !

As they have grown most amid Congregationalist usages, they adhere to that system
of government. It favours their no-creed theory, and gives them the largest liberty.

Indeed, all the error and fanaticism of our country, save that of the Puseyitish stripes,

takes that outward form. And just as surely as you hear a man rail against creeds, and
hinderances to free thought, and conventionalisms and customs, that have the force of

creeds without their form, so surely he is going to make a leap into error. And when
vessels slip their anchors, there is no telling where tides and winds may carry them. It

may be into deep waters, it may be upon shoals, rocks, and quicksands.

Permit a few general statements in reference to American Unitarianism before I

close.

It is the consequence of a departure from the truth, and of spiritual declension. As
long as the Spirit was vouchsafed to the Puritan churches, they maintained the truth

;

when that was withdrawn, they declined from the truth, first into Arminianism, thence
into Arianism, and thence down to the lowest point of Humanitarianism. Hence the

great lesson, that the only sure preserver of the truth in the church is the presence of the

Spirit.

Its growth has been because of the dishonest concealment of opinions by ministers on
the sliding scale, until all things were ripe for open avowal. What was denounced a

slander when things were not ripe, was a matter of rpjoicing a few months after, when
they were. The progress of the heresy in New England has been marked with the most
gross dishonesty. And at the present hour there are many converted persons connected
with those churches because their ministers palter to them in a double sense.

The controversy has been conducted here with great ability on both sides. No person

can be acquainted with the literature of the controversy who is ignorant of the volumes
written upon it in New England. And never did the truth come off more triumphantly
than in those controversies.

The system is destitute of soul. It is more a system of philosophy than of religion, of

mental science than of revealed truth, of cold speculation than of aggressive action upon
the empire of darkness. It has neither the confidence nor the energy which leads to

propagandism. It has no central nor outward life. And whilst the highest morals are

preached in their churches, and many persons eminent for their benefactions are con-

nected with them, I know not that they have a missionary to the heathen, or that they
contribute a dollar to send the gospel to those who are perishing for lack of vision. The
Quakers in our country are rapidly going through the process of absorption by other de-

nominations,—the Unitarians will fall victims to the same process. The Wares and
the Channings are gone, and now they are without leaders, character, and life. Having
no root in the truth, they must pass away. The sooner the better.

Americanus.

Cost of Idolatry.—It is stated that the incense alone, which is burnt in the

Chinese empire, in the worship of their idols, annually costs £90,000,000 sterling,

or about five shillings (a little more than a dollar) for each man, woman and child.

At first sight, the estimate appeared to us extravagant, but, on a moment’s reflection,

we concluded that it may be near the truth. All this is expended on a ceremony
which neither informs the mind nor educates the heart. Do the people of the

United States expend fifty cents a piece for all religious purposes ? Does it cost

twenty-five cents for each man, woman and child in the nation, to support a system

of religious instruction which places a Christian community immeasurably above

a Pagan community, in substantial wealth, intelligence, and whatever else renders

life pleasant and desirable'?—D. [The Preacher.



MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 25

iWsstouarg Mimilfgeuce.
Rev. Mr. Ewart, one of the coadjutors of Dr. Duff, at Calcutta,

gives the following interesting account of the

—

BAPTISM OF A HIGH CASTE BRAHMIN.
Bishna Charan Chatturjya is a Brahmin of the highest rank. He is a Kulin, which signifies

one possessed of the Kul, or pedigree. He is about twenty years of age, and of mature under-

standing. He has been about four years in the institution, and has been studying the scriptures

for about two years. Much of the religious instruction received by him in the institution has been

received from our preacher, Lai Behari De. He is now a member of the first year’s college class,

and is one of the most promising students in the second division of that class. When he first

began to study the scriptures, he describes himself as having been greatly inclined to receive them

as the word of God. He met with some acquaintances, who started many objections, and influ-

enced his mind very much against the truth. He continued, however, to attend in his class; but

for a considerable portion of last year distinguished himself by frequently putting questions and

starting objections. He listened, however, to the explanations received from his teacher, and per-

haps, by God’s blessing, benefited by the consequences of his own opposition. During this ses-

sion, he has been reading the scriptures with me, and receiving instruction in the evidences from

the Hev. Lai Behari De. He has also attended, along with the members of his own class, and the

members of the second, third, and fourth year’s college classes, the meeting which Mr. Milne holds

on the Monday mornings between ten and eleven. It was only very lately that he became de

cided in his views; and his decision was brought about partly in consequence of conversations held

with a young man connected with the Chinsurah institution, who is not as yet baptized himself,

but who urged upon Bishna the duly of immediately considering the claims of the gospel. He
did consider, and the result was a fixed determination to embrace the gospel and receive baptism.

After repeated interviews with the missionaries, and a full conviction on their part of the sincerity

of his conduct, and his real Christianity, so far as man can judge, he was baptized on the evening

of the l(iih of August, in presence of a numerous audience, among whom were not a few Hindu
youths. His friends visited him at the Mission-house afterwards, but he stood firm, and they left

him.

The baptism of the young Brahmin, Bishna Charan Chatturjya, was follow'ed, at the distance

of only four days, by an application from another Brahmin, also of the highest caste, for admission

into the Church. The Rev. Thomas Gardiner gives us the particulars of this case in his letter of

the 4 th September. These instances of the progress of the gospel upwards into the high sacerdotal

regions of Indian society, where pride and interest combine to harden the heart against its reception,

are truly full of hope and promise; but especially are they doubly refreshing to the spii its of our mis-

sionaries, who have of late been visited with trials of the kind to which we have already referred.

On this subject we find Mr. Gardiner expressing himself as follows:—“Those who are interested

in the Lord s work in this land, and are watching the signs of the coming moral and spiritual re-

generation of its millions, will be glad to learn that in our church’s mission here, the labourers 3re

at present cheered with fresh proofs of the Lord's presence and power being with them in their

work. We have had a period of some months of apparent spiritual drought—the trial of sowing

the seed of God’s word—of dealing day after day with the understandings and consciences of

our young men, with no other visible results than mere natural interest occasionally awakened,

respectful attention, or cold indifference or doubt manifested. But, within the last few days, two

young Brahmins, of the very highest rank of caste, have come forward, and having given most

satisfactory evidence of the workings of conscience, stirred and made alive by the Holy Spirit, and
of heart-apprehension of Christ as a Saviour, have been baptized.”

ANOTHER HIGH CASTE BRAHMIN BAPTIZED.

He too is a Kulin Brahmin, by name Rajkistna Bannerjea. Upon the opposite bank of the

Hooghly from Calcutta, and about six miles higher up, stands the village of Bali, embowered
amid that rich foliage with which the banks of all the rivers of Bengal are clothed. To this vil-

lage a large number of Brahmins retired on the execution of Nuncoomar in I?7(i, by order of

Warren Hastings, and nearly the whole village is now. in consequence, inhabited by Brahmins.

It is quite a stronghold of their influence. Nearly opposite, stands the one solitary new Hindu
temple, known in all the country round about. The thousands of old temples are fast decaying,

and crumbling into ruins; but little spirit is shown by the Bengalees for the erection of others: a

most striking token of the decaying influence of that accursed superstition which has so long

brooded over this unhappy land. Well, in this village of Bali, our young friend Rajkistna was
born and spent his childhood. He has for some years been attending the classes in the institution,

and about a year ago he applied to us for baptism. He was then about fifteen years of age; and
as his knowledge of Christianity seemed to be somewhat limited, we advised him to study h:s Bi-

ble, and take every opportunity of informing himself of the doctrines of Christianity, for ano.her
year. The advice was taken, and back he has come, within the last few days, again asking to

be baptized, after a year of exemplary study of his Bible, and inquiry of us, both in public and
private. We all like him much. His father, when he heard of his son having gone to the rnis-

sion-house, came down from Bali—a gentlemanly old Pundit—and expressed his deep sorrow at

the prospect of his son becoming a Christian. He said to him—“If you wish to be baptized, I am
sorry for it, but cannot help it; but come home first and see your mother.” This would indeed
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have given him ground for hope, but the lad quietly and gently answered “ No, when I have ac-

complished the object for which I came here 1 will go, but not till then.” “ What is that object 1 ”

said his father. “To embrace Christianity, to become a Christian.” said the poor fellow; when
I have done so, I shall then be very happy to go and see my mother.” After manifesting the

clearness of his knowledge of the atonement of Christ, and the earnestness of his desire to l»e saved
by Him, he was baptized by Mr. Smith, on the evening of Wednesday the 30th ultimo, in the

presence of a very large number of young men from our own institution and the government col-

leges.

We return again to the communications of Mr. Ewart. After narrating the baptism of the high
caste Brahmin Bishna Charan Chatturjya. he proceeds to inform us of the baptism of a young
Brahmini, in whose accession to the church a deep interest is felt. Both her sex and her caste

render this an event of more than ordinary interest.

BAPTISM OF A YOUNG BRAHMINI.
One of our converts. Jadunath Banurjya. was baptized along with two other Brahmins, Pran

Krishna Gangali and Kali Das Chakrabarti, and a Hindustani, by name Makham. by Dr. Duff’,

on the first Sabbath of September, 1847, pn the evening on which the Doctor preached the funeral

sermon of our beloved colleague John Macdonald. These three Brahmins were all married men,
and for years none of them could find access to their wives, or ascertain whether or not they would
consent to live with their husbands. At length, after many disappointments. Kali Das obtained

his wife. She joined him about three years ago, and was baptized by me in May, 1852. She is

now the mother of two children. Pran Krishna Gangali made an attempt to get his wife, by ap-

plying to the civil power. She was brought before the magistrate of Baraset, about twelve miles

north east of Calcutta; but from fear, or the influence of relatives, or some other cause, she refused

to go with him. Jadunath's wife, after a separation of more than six years, consented to join

him ; and with the concurrence of those concerned, he brought her home in Deceml>er last year.

The following narrative 1 have heard from her own lips. 1 only relate it, for convenience, in the

third person.

When she came to her husband, although she determined to live with him, and to cherish to-

wards him the affection of a wife, yet she also resolved not to abandon the religion and practices

of the Brahmins. Her husband, while doing nothing by constraint, or the mere exercise of autho-

rity. often spoke to her about the claims and practices of the Christian religion; but she only treated

tire whole matter with indifference, and even ridicule. Afterwards her husband was seized with a

sudden and, as she believed, dangerous illness. She is very much attached to him, and became
greatly alarmed. She thought of truths which she had heard from him and from others, especially

that the great God, whom the Christians worshipped, was the hearer and answerer of prayer. She
raised her mind to Jehovah in earnest supplication; and. though with but faint knowledge of his

mercy and grace, earnestly prayed that her husband might be raised to health and strength. And
while engaged in these aspirations to him who was to her an almost unknown God, she resolved,

if her desires were fulfilled, in regard to her husband, to give herself up to the service of the God
whom he worshipped, to search into the religion of Christ, and to receive the Lord Jesus as her

Saviour. Her husband, by the mercy of God recovered ; she regarded the whole matter as provi-

dential. and immediately set about carrying her resolution into effect.

It so happened that at home she had been taught to read a little; with the aid of her husband,

then, and that of Anna Mukharjya, (the widow of our beloved Kallas, who died in 1845.) she

advanced in reading; and before I had any interview with her, had perused the gospels of Mat-
thew and Mark in Bengali. She had attended church before this pretty regularly, and 1 have made
several attempts to get her to converse a little, but in vain. She could not. all at once, throw off

the shyness incident to the mode of her previous life and education. The change, however, was
great after she resolved to give herself to Christ. She seemed to regard me only as his minister

and ambassador; and while her manners and mode of address exhibited the greatest modesty, and
her whole conduct exhibited an impersonation of simplicity itself, she opened her mind frankly to

me. and fully confessed her interest in Chriat, and her earnest desire to receive him openly, anJ
profess her adherence to him in baptism.

After repeated conversations with her, this Brahmini was baptized on Sabbath, the 27th of Au-
gust, and commended in prayer to Him who is able to keep her from falling, and to present her

faultless in his presence with exceeding joy. On this occasion Mr. Ewart writes as follows:

1 have never, on any occasion, felt more fully that 1 was discharging a great duty, than when I

was baptizing this youthful female, belonging to a race of mortals almost deified, if not wholly dei-

fied, by many of the poor, ignorant, and perishing children of men in this dark land. 1 was greatly

interested in her, and am still so. O that she may become a mother in our Israel, and be richly

endowed with all heavenly grace! You may th'nk it strange that I have dwelt so long upon this

case. I think it one of great importance, and am of opinion that every baptism of a female, in

such circumstances, is a victory decisive over the great enemy, and a matter of great importance to

the furtherance of the cause of our blessed Lord in this land.

I have sanguine expectations of being privileged very soon to admit into the Church another

interesting female, als j a Brahmini, as well as some others of the same sex, who have been appli-

cants for some time. Meanwhile rejoice with us in these small tokens of the past few weeks, and

ask for us and our little flick the prayers of the Church, that we may partake in the blessings of

the kingdom which our heavenly Father is willing to give us—a kingdom of righteousness and

peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
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EMANCIPATED SLAVES.

On Friday week, the 10th instant, Doctor C. D. Everett and George Carr, Esq., the former

executor of the estate of his uncle, Dr. Everett, left the neighbourhood of Charlottesville, Va., having

in charge some forty emancipated slaves, of the estate of the latter ; and, taking the railroad through

Virginia, Washington, Baltimore, and Pennsylvania, arrived at Newcastle on Sabbath morning,
a distance of about 550 miles, where wagons were procured, and they were conveyed to Mercer
county, where local habitations” were provided for them— land having been purchased for them
by the executor some months previous. Two farms have been purchased and divided among seve-

ral of the families, five miles south of Mercer; one family goes a mile north, and a mechanic, a

blacksmith, locates in Mercer. There are two other smiths who will locate south of Mercer.

Dr. E. died in J843, and by his will his slaves were to be emancipated in five years, and a fund
of $75,000 was set apart to settle them in a free State—each to share alike, from the youngest to

the eldest. This fund amounted to about $80,000 at the time of their liberation, giving them
$2,000 each. A portion of this some of them expended in the purchase of wives, husbands, and
children, belonging to other estates, making the whole number upwards of fifty. The heads of

families, and others arrived at their majority, have had lands purchased for them, and the money
of the minors is placed at interest, a portion of which is to be expended for their boarding, cloth-

ing. and education.

The deeds are drawn in the names of the parties, and assigned by them in trust to the execu-

tor, the rents, profits, &c., to go to their benefit. Thus, while ample provision is made for their

immediate wants—and with industry they will have enough and to spare—yet care has been taken

to prevent them from squandering their means, or becoming a prey to those who may wish to take

advantage of them. This is eminently just and proper; for their manner of life hitherto has not

been such as to qualify them for holding their own in the rough and tumble of life. They know
little of the value of property, and until they get more experience, it could be easily parted from

them. Those who are desirous of running up accounts with them, therefore, will bear in -mind

that they do so on their own responsibility, as they will not have their property to fall back upon.

The executor has shown commendable interest in their behalf— in their location, the purchase of

property the advantages offered both to old and young; and we trust that his expectations of their

future well-doing may be more than realized .— [Mercer (Fa.) Freeman.

[For the Banner of the Covenant.]

LETTER FROM REV. J. R. CAMPBELL.

My Dear Mr. Editor,—As the subject to which I am now about to

refer, must be one of great notoriety in the United States at the pre-

sent time, and as it is likely to prove highly injurious to the cause of

foreign missions, if not fully met and contradicted, I feel it to be a

sacred duty, through the pages of your magazine, and the religious

papers generally, to direct to it the attention of the Christian public.

It appears that the American Baptist Union some time ago appointed

a deputation of the Rev. Dr. Peck and the Rev. J. W. Granger, to

visit the missions of the Society in India and Burmah. These gen-

tlemen, it appears, came out with the design of effecting certain im-

portant changes in the working of these missions—at least it seems,

from the Annual Report of the Union, that this was one of their main
objects; and of course strong exceptions must be taken to the plans

pursued by their own and other missionaries, and which long practi-

cal experience had taught them were the best and most successful in

spreading the gospel among a people so unique as the Hindus and
the Burmese. Doubtless all missionaries feel that their plans are

imperfect, and they would rejoice to obtain the aid and counsel of their

brethren from Christian lands. Kind and fraternal suggestions and
advice might be of the most essential service; but it can never be
that those who make a flying visit to mission stations, and are but
very partially acquainted with the nature of missionary work, or of

the materials among which missionaries labour, are competent to re-

model the whole practical machinery of missions. If societies at home
send out men of good common sense—and none others should be sent

—they should leave much of the practical details of labour to those

who bear the responsibility, and on whom the arduous work devolves.
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This, to the honour of missionary boards, they have done in times

past; and, so far as I know, missionaries have not abused the trust

reposed in them. As a body, they are sensible men, and have learned
much by painful experience.

Bu t it is not principally for the attempt to effect great changes in their

own missions, that Messrs. Peck and Granger are to be blamed. It

is possible some changes were called for. The charges to be brought
against them are of a much more serious nature. They have made a

false report; and this report has not been in reference merely to their

own missions, but, travelling out of their own sphere, they have
given a false report in regard to other missions. They have done
much (we trust ignorantly and unintentionally) to injure the cause
they were sent to promote. They have told the world what is not
true, and what is calculated to bring dear missionary brethren, whom
we love, into disrepute. They have taken it upon them to declare to

the Christian public, who have been accustomed to put confidence in

the statements of missionaries, that important parts of their reports

to their societies and to Christian lands are not true. This is strange

testimony on the part of a missionary deputation, and these are grave
charges to be brought against men of respectability. We trust they
made their statements ignorantly, but surely they have made them
rashly, and without that information on the subject they had it in their

power to obtain. As they must have known that the Christian world
would be amazed by reading some of their statements, they should
have been well ascertained of their truth before making them. For
the injury they have done to the missionary cause, and to Christian

brethren in this land, they are, we consider, highly culpable. To my
own knowledge, in several instances, their statements are untrue.

Let us hear them as they are published in the Calcutta Christian Ad-
vocate for last month. For the sake of brevity, I give the substance
of the article on the subject, and in some instances literal extracts.

It appears the deputation spent about two weeks in Madras, and
about the same period in the country around, visiting their station

atXellore; and the principal record that they make is, that “Ma-
dras, writh twenty-three missionaries in and around, had only one man
who made it his business to preach to the people.” “Others did it

incidentally, as if one were to spend the whole day at his books, and
then take an evening walk, talking to a fewr people by the wayside.”
They then speak of the Scotch missionaries as if they were doing lit-

tle but teaching and preaching in English. Doubtless the missiona-

ries at Madras will settle the matter with the deputation, about the

one man who alone preaches to the heathen out of the twenty-two
missionaries residing there. But that such a representation is most
unfair, and wide of the truth, we have not a doubt; and missionaries

must protest against such a statement of the actual condition of the

missionary work, either in Madras or throughout that presidency.

But Mr. Granger also comes to Calcutta for a short time, and there

the missionaries meet with as little favour in his eyes as at Madras.
“At Calcutta,” he says, “with twenty-two missionaries, we found only

two preaching to the natives, and one has since given it up.” In re-

ply to this, the Calcutta Christian Advocate says, “In this instance,

to say the least, Mr. Granger has fallen into grave error. When the

deputation visited Calcutta, the following was the state of things in
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reference to the labours of the missionary body : The London Mis-

sionary Society had five missionaries, whose time was given to the

heathen in one form or another. One was entirely given up to the

preaching of the gospel to the heathen, without any pastoral charge.

A second preached to the heathen, and was the pastor of a native

church. A third was a preacher to the heathen, a pastor of a native

church, and engaged in teaching and preaching to young men in a

Christian institution. A fourth was a pastor, and engaged in editing

the publications of the Religious Tract Society, and preparing works
for distribution by the missionaries in the cold season. A fifth was
engaged in instructing young men in various ways in the truths of

religion. Three of these were engaged in preparing theological stu-

dents for the Christian ministry; and four out of the five went out in

the cold season of that year, accompanied by native preachers, to iti-

nerate through the country. Our Baptist brethren in Calcutta, it is

well known, have for years given their chief attention to the pre-

paration of the scriptures, and other works having a bearing on the

religious welfare of the people
;
but yet even some of their number,

at the period the deputation visited Calcutta, were pastors of native

churches; and some of these, too, at a distance from Calcutta, while

some of their number were engaged daily in preaching the gospel to

the heathen.

The church mission, at the time the deputation were here, had one
who was not only a pastor of a native church, but also a preacher to

the heathen; and another who was a pastor of a native church, and
whose special attention was directed to the improvement of the

native Christian community, and who was also most diligent in his

efforts to promote vernacular education
;
and a third preached to the

heathen, and was a pastor. In the Scotch Established and Free
Church Missions, it is well known, our brethren are chiefly given up
to the work of education, but to say that they are not preaching to

the heathen, is a mere subterfuge, even though it be not generally

in the vernacular language. One of the Free Church Missionaries

has, for years, preached in the vernacular, and the others have a
large and most influential field of labour, and are every day bringing

the gospel to bear on the hearts and consciences of the heathen; and
if they do not work in the way Mr. Granger approves, it is because
they most conscientiously differ from him. Mr. Granger would have
it implied, that the vernacular is neglected in our educational insti-

tutions, which was not the case when the deputation visited Calcutta.

It is taught along with the English language, in every missionary
school in the city. We have had the satisfaction of listening to

theological students, speaking eloquently in the vernacular, who
could also speak fluently in the English. Mr. Granger has con-

founded things that differ, and he errs, when he says that English
must be excluded from our schools, or it will exclude the vernacular.

We see no difficulty in teaching the people in both languages. Mr.
Granger says he saw men in Bengal, who had been missionaries for

fifteen years, who could not ask for a cup of water in the native
tongue ! We would like to see such a missionary. He would deserve
to be sent to the Exhibition, at Paris, “ as one of the wonders of
India.r ’ The above extract is sufficient. A man who could utter
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the last sentence, which every missionary knows to be absurdly false
,

a downright burlesque on missionary character, is unworthy to be

sent on such an important deputation, and is utterly unworthy of the

confidence of the Christian world. It has been proved by men as

worthy of credence as he, that instead of only one missionary preach-

ing the gospel in Calcutta, when Mr. Granger was there, ten or eleven

were preaching regularly to the heathen, while all were doing so in

different ways, and as opportunities from other equally important
avocations permitted. There are many departments in missionary

labour, and all necessary to its success. To ask a drink of water in

this hot climate, is generally the first thing learned by a foreigner,

and before he has been twenty-four hours on shore. I dare say Mr.
Granger was smart enough himself to pick up that much of the language

in the same period. If he will give us the names of those missionaries

that have been in India full fifteen years, and cannot yet ask for a cup

of water in the native tongue, we may find out some other more sub-

stantial ground for our belief than his bare assertion, and until then

the whole missionary body must hold him guilty of a gross attack

upon their character and common sense. As I never liked to work
in the dark, and as I am willing to vindicate the missionary corps,

and the glorious cause for which they labour, in the face of all who
would bring it into disgrace, I am not ashamed to subscribe my
name. J. R. Campbell.
Saharanpuf, India, Oct. 16, 1854.

Sotnestfc emissions.

[For the Banner of the Covenant.]

FROM A HOME MISSIONARY.

Morris, (111.,) Dec. 15, 1854.

Dear Mr. Stuart,—The Sacrament of the Supper was dispensed at

Amherst on the 24th of September. Mr. Clarke preached the action

sermon, from Rom. viii. 32: “He that spared not his own Son, but

delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him freely give us

all things?’
7 He spoke of the Gift, the Giver, to what he was given,

and for whom. The sermon was long, and the application pointed

and soul-stirring. I was particularly struck with some remarks in

the distribution of the elements. In my journal I find the following:
“ Mr. C. was fine at the tables, particularly the last; spoke home to

my heart; as strong an appeal to sinners as I have ever heard. 77 On
Monday the sermon was preached from Matt. iv. 17, last clause :

“ Re-

pent! for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 77 After this, the ser-

vices were concluded by the pastor in an appropriate manner.
Amherst is but a part (and I suppose I might say, a small part) of

Mr. Clarke’s field. He has—well, I scarcely know how many places

of preaching. He has not confined his labours to any one region,

but has been evangelizing—preaching wherever God, in his provi-

dence, seemed to open a door. This was peculiarly necessary when
he was alone (and this lasted many years) in that country; and it is in

some sense necessary yet, from the fact that the field is large. “ The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few.

77 Here is a sen-

tence we heard drop from the venerable pastor’s lips, which has in it
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a volume. He was, at the time, thanking God that ourself had come
up to his assistance: “To strengthen the hands, long ago feeble, and

cheer the heart, a thousand times discouraged.”

But, notwithstanding the hands have become feeble, they are still

able to work, (and it is a shame that they have so much of it to do;)

and although the heart has often been discouraged, it still appears

young—the spirit light, buoyant, and free.

Twent}r-eight years of indefatigable labour, have not worn out that

iron frame; difficulties and dangers, travelling often without road,

and consequently without horse, have not daunted that manly spirit.

We might remark, incidentally, that a history of the adventures of

father C. in the provinces, would be interesting, not only to those

who have been there, and enjoyed his hospitality, to the Church with

which he stands connected, but to the world at large. We suggested

this to Mr. Clarke while with him. We hope he will fall in with our
suggestion, and thereby satisfy our desire, and do a favour to the

Church.
Thursday, September 28, was the day of fasting, humiliation, and

prayer, at Chimoguee. Text: Acts x. 30, 31, “And Cornelius said,

Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I

prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright

clothing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and £hine alms are

had in remembrance in the sight of God.”
Although Saturday (the day of immediate preparation) was wet and

somewhat stormy, a goodly number came out at an early hour to meet
the session, for the purpose of connecting themselves with that “little

band ” of the followers of the Redeemer. Among these, was the

man of hoary locks, and the woman of feeble steps; those of both
sexes, in the prime of life, and the young, in the bloom and vigour
of youth. We had the satisfaction of conversing personally with the

majority of those who presented themselves for membership; and we
were gratified with this fact, namely, that they not only knew but
felt what they were doing. How often does it happen that this is not
true, especially with the young. While they appear to know what
they are doing, they do not realize it—do not seem to comprehend
what they are about—the awfully momentous nature of the business

in which they are engaged. While it is true that individuals are to

be admitted to the privileges of the Church, on a profession of their

faith, still it is desirable that they give evidence that they are not
only professors, but possessors, of this faith.

The most affecting scene connected with the exercises of this day,

was the baptism of three young women. We felt for them, but more
for their parents, some of whom are still in the camp of the enemy,
and we thought they felt for themselves.

The “great day of the feast” was one of interest—peculiarly so, as

it struck ourself. The sermon by Mr. Clarke was based on these
words: “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; that,

though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye,

through his poverty might be rich.” 2 Cor. viii. 9. The audience
was large and attentive, and things were done in a quiet and orderly
manner.
The Chimoguee region is a fine field, stretching west from the church

some ten or more miles, east something like the same distance, and
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south some fifteen miles. We have travelled considerably over the

church—have been in the best vacancies, as far as we know, in all the

presbyteries; and we think we are safe in saying, that this vacancy
is not more than second, if that, to any of them—that it will compare
favourably with the best. Here is a field that, if cultivated, will

yield an abundant increase. And why should it not be cultivated?

Can any good reason be given why we do not send a man there?
These brethren want a minister among them. I know they are desi-

rous of this. They are able to support a preacher; and this is not
all—they are willing— 1 know they are willing. If I misrepresent
them, they can speak for themselves. And I would say, in addition,

that they are as hospitable a people as ever I met. I do not think
they can be exceeded in this respect anywhere on God’s green earth.

I received kindnesses while there that will never be forgotten. This
hospitality is true of them as a people. I do not wish to make any
invidious distinctions; but I may speak for the house that was my
“home,” (Mr. D. Murray’s,)—Here I received nothing but kindness
during my stay. If any one has a disposition to doubt this, let him
go and try it for himself. But the question is, who will go? Is there

no one ?

We are, as a church, about to send two more missionaries to India,

and this is all.right: we do not wish to say a word against it; but why
can we not, at the same time, send one to New Brunswick? Here the
“ field is white already for the harvest.” J. A.

potters of Jleto HubUcattous.
The Youth’s Casket of Gems and Pearls. Presbyterian Board, Philadelphia. Pp. 127.

This is a very interesting and instructive book for youth. Parents, Sabbath-school

teachers, and others, in selecting books for the young, will find this book admira-

bly adapted to interest and improve the young mind. As its title indicates, it is a

casket of gems and pearls /' 5

The Child’s Cabinet of Things, Both Rare and Useful. Presbyterian Board, Phila-

delphia. Pp. 128.

This, like the preceding, is an excellent book for youth. We advise our young
friends to buy it.

Mary Searching for Jests. By Rev. James Drummond. Pp. 31.

A Warning Cry from Niagara. By the Author of “Come to Jesus,” “It is I,” etc.

Pp. 42.

Fear Not, and Rest in Christ. Pp. 64. Presbyterian Board, Philadelphia.

These little books treat of subjects of the greatest importance. They present

Christ as the only Saviour of sinners, and contain much valuable instruction, pre-

sented in an attractive and pleasing style.

News from India.—

J

ust as we go to press, letters have been received

from India, dated October 17th. Our brethren and their families were well,

and prosecuting the work of the Lord with vigour. Several interesting letters

have been received by this mail, from the young men in the Orphan Institute.”

Professor Hugh MOIillan’s communication has been received. It

came too late for insertion in this number, but may be expected in our next.—Editor.

*** Correction.—In the communication from a Domestic Missionary, in

the last number, p. 390, line 15th from the top, instead of “within the

Reformed Presbyterian Church,” read “ without the Reformed Presbyterian

Church.”
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